2                     How to know the Indian Waders.

of their locality, wish to go further and record some rari-
ties, the waders offer ample scope, for they are not nearly
so well known as they might be3 in spite of the conspicu-
ousness of so many of them.

I have said above that all waders do not frequent watery
places; hence it is obvious that all do not wade ; but
one must have some word to characterize a certain style
of bird, and it will not do to quibble too much about ex-
ceptions. For instance, any one writing on Indian car-
nivora would have to include the Bears and Panda (Aelu-
ms), although these are practically vegetarian ; and so; on
account of their similarity in structure, I shall be forced
here to include some birds which carefully avoid water,
because the "cut of their jib" betrays an intimate alliance
with a set of rnud-larking relatives.

When a man wants to wade he turns up his trousers,
and he will get on all the better if he walks on stilts. Simi-
larly, a wading bird is usually long on the leg, and almost
invariably bare for a greater or less distance above the
hock. The few exceptions occur among snipes and herons,
birds which are not easily mistaken for anything else.

It is true that in " Stray Feathers'' is recorded a
pathetic story of a griffin who was discovered to be in the
habit of shooting the common Pied Kingfisher, and pre-
sumably eating the same, under the impression that they
were snipe ! He said that he could not understand why
people said snipe-shooting was so difficult; the birds did
get away rather quickly, but if you only waited till they
hovered you were bound to get them ! But any one as
innocent as this I have never encountered, so concerning
griffins let this suffice, as Herodotus would say.

It should, however, in fairness, be mentioned that all
waders which have much to do with water can swim, and
that some of these are web footed, like the Avocet and
Flamingo; but these have such very long legs that no one
could possibly mistake them for ducks, the only birds they
could be taken for. And none of the habitually swimming
waders are web-footed as ducks are.